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As we enter July, we look ahead to supporting all of our children through their transitions
to new schools and new year groups, while also warmly welcoming the new children and
families joining Heartwood.

This is also a wonderful time to reflect on everything our children and staff have achieved
over the past year. Their dedication, resilience and enthusiasm have enabled us to
accomplish so much, surpassing our aspirations and making this a year of which we can all
be incredibly proud.

We are incredibly proud of our children's achievements, with improvements in our Year 4
Multiplication Tables Check and End of Key Stage writing results. We are awaiting the
End of Key Stage 2 test results, but are so proud of how hard our children worked. For
the fourth consecutive year, 93% of our Year 1 children achieved the expected standard in
the Phonics Screening Check, significantly above the national average. These successes
are a testament to the hard work, determination and partnership between our children,
staff and families, and we look forward to another successful year ahead.

As the summer holidays approach, we would like to wish all of our children and families a
happy, restful and enjoyable break. We look forward to welcoming everyone back in
September, ready for another exciting year of learning. In the meantime, please see below
for details of our Stay and Play sessions and Book Swap opening dates.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support at Heartwood.
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This half term, we are focusing on ‘Courage’ as we encounter end of year transitions,
changes and growth which includes both personal and global courage. Year 6 children will
be showing courage through working and achieving their Young Leaders Awards.

Seplember

Year 6

If your child is going to TNHA for Year 7, they will be having their transition days on the
15t and 2™ July. If your child is going to another high school, they will need to be at
Heartwood on these days and work will be set for them. We have noted the transition
days to other high schools and will support the children for these.

Transition Days for Years 1 to 5

Last year, we found it unsettled the children when we had earlier transition days to line up
with the TNHA. Therefore, children will have their transition days in the last week of term
on Monday 13" July and Tuesday 14" July. Year 6 children will of course need to be in
school for these days too.

Nursery and Reception

Information has been sent out to new Nursery and Reception children regarding Home
Visits, Stay and Plays and transition.

Colour Run

Our much-loved Colour Run takes place on Friday 3rd July at 3:45pm
on the school field. This sponsored event helps to reduce the cost of
the valuable and enriching school trips planned for next year, so we
encourage families to raise as much sponsorship as possible. To take
part, completed sponsorship forms and money must be returned by
Friday. Younger siblings are also welcome to join in the fun, and they
do not need to be sponsored. We can't wait to see everyone there for a
colourful and exciting afternoon!
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Year 6 had a fantastic afternoon performing at the Royal Norfolk Show as part of the
Norfolk Music Hub's Perform at the Royal Norfolk Show programme. They sang Count on
Me, Lean on Me and Up + Up, even treating the audience to a second performance of
Count on Me thanks to Mr Rideout's enthusiasm. For many children, this was their first
time performing on such a big stage, and they showed great courage, confidence and
resilience. They performed brilliantly, supported one another and represented Heartwood
with excellent behaviour throughout. A huge thank you to Mr Rideout for inspiring and

preparing the children for such a memorable experience.

Mini COP and The Royal Norfolk Show

Our Heartwood Heroes have been busy taking part in the Mini
COP Capsule Project, helping to create a legacy for Norfolk's
young people. They have used their imagination, creativity and
knowledge about the environment to think about what a
sustainable future looks like. They have created wonderful
individual pieces including: a tree of change collage, poems to
the future, letters to children of the future, three wishes for the
future, headlines from the future, posters and
reflections on energy today. Their hard work
and dedication did not go unnoticed and two

o . ; .
\\b - . promoting active and sustainable travel.

children were invited to The Royal Norfolk Show to represent our
Heartwood Heroes, sharing all of our wonderful work and to collect our
time capsule. Keep your eyes peeled for the capsule burial date!

v We are delighted to share that Heartwood has been chosen as an
W example school for Active Travel in Norfolk, recognising the
"7? ~ incredible progress we have made over the past two years in

Y Our work has been recognised by the Active Travel Team, Walk,
‘;’ \’\ Wheel & Cycle, AtoBetter, the Norfolk Road Safety Team and
' Breckland Highways, who unanimously selected Heartwood to
showcase best practice. As part of this, Mrs Butters will take part in a series of video
interviews that will be used to support training and inspire other schools across the

county.




This is a wonderful achievement for our whole school community and reflects the
commitment of our children, families and staff in making active travel a positive part of
everyday school life.

Mrs Butters and two pupils in Year 6 were invited to speak on Radio Norfolk with
Kayleigh Poacher about active travel and our thoughts on the Governments new incentive
to see 60% of children active traveling to school by 2035. Please listen following the link
(about 20 minutes in): https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002xs00 Congratulations to
two Year six pupils for speaking so confidently on the radio and being such positive
ambassadors for our school!

Celebrating Lottie's Ambassador Award
We are incredibly proud to share that Lottie, one of our Year 6 pupils,
was selected as Heartwood's ambassador and invited to attend the Bishop
. of Norwich's Ambassador Lunch on 9th June. Lottie joined 78 pupils from
. Church of England schools across the Diocese, where Bishop Graham
 celebrated children who make a positive difference in their school
communities. She was chosen for consistently demonstrating our school
values through her kindness, thoughtfulness, resilience and willingness to
help others.

Staff Changes

As we reach the end of the academic year, we say farewell to several

valued members of the Heartwood team. Mrs P. Allen and Mrs Jex will Wg&e
be leaving Heartwood, along with Mrs Mann, who is moving on to an

exciting new role in education after many years of dedicated service. We also say
goodbye to Mrs Thompson, Mr Berycz and Mrs Wilson as they complete their time with us
at Heartwood and wish Mrs Littler all the very best as she begins her maternity leave.

We would like to thank each member of staff for their hard work, dedication and care

during their time at Heartwood. They have all made a lasting difference to the lives of our
children, and we wish them every success and happiness for the future.

We are delighted to welcome several new members of staff to our Heartwood family. Mrs
Steel will be joining Mrs Butters in our Nursery, Mrs Ross will be teaching on Thursdays
in Reception and Fridays in Year 1, and Miss Hailstone joins us as our new Year 4
teacher. Mrs Powley will also be returning from maternity leave on 17" July. We look
forward to welcoming our new staff and know they will be a wonderful addition to our
school community.
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As advertised, we are providing wrap around care from September from 7.30am until
5.30pm. The morning club will be continued to be run by Heartwood staff and the after
school club will be run by Teeni Icenis in our school hall. We are also offering free
breakfast club at 8.30am for all children Reception to Year 6.

Changes to morning club from September

From September, we will offer a morning club for all children (from
Nursery to Year 6) from 7.30am to 9am. Each session costs £3 and is
paid via the Arbor app.

We will also be offering a free Breakfast Club from 8.30am. Your child will need to arrive
between 8.30am and 8.35am to access this club.

All children who attend the morning club or the free breakfast club will be offered
breakfast at 8.30am. They will be able to choose between:

e Toast with butter, a piece of fruit and a drink
or
e (ereal, a piece of fruit and a drink.

Any children who do not attend either of these clubs, will be offered a &
piece of toast and butter when they arrive at school between 8.50am
and 9am.

Events at Heartwood in the summer holidays
Miss Fisher will be running two ‘Stay and Play’ sessions for families between 10am and
3pm on 24™ July and 12" August. More information to follow.

Mrs Starman/Mrs McKenna will be running ‘Book Swaps’ for children to change their
reading books (not the ‘reading for pleasure’ school library books they take home every
week). There will be small prizes each time they change their book. The ‘Book Swaps’
will be 24" July 10 — 11am, 12" August 10 — 11am and 27™ August 10 — 11am. These will
be in the school story library which can be accessed through the Reception outdoor area.
The side vehicle gate and the back gate will be open.

Summer Reading Challenge




We love welcoming the local librarian into Heartwood to tell us all
about the Summer Reading Challenge. This is completely free and
children receive a wooden medal and a certificate when they
complete the challenge. Let’s see how many Heartwood children
can complete the Reading Challenge this summer. Can we beat
the other schools in Swaffham?

For more information, please visit Swaffham library or click on
the link Summer Reading Challenge

Heartwood Art Gallery
Some of our pupils have been creating new artwork with Miss Robbins and a visiting
artist, Eden Mullane, ready for the Heartwood Art Gallery on Wednesday 15™ July at
3.45pm in the school hall. Some of the artwork will also be displayed in St. Peter and St.
Paul’s Church during the summer holidays.
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Diary Dates

Wednesday 1°' July and Thursday 2™ July — Y6 transition day to TNHA
Thursday 2™ July — Year 6 Prom 6.30 - 8pm

Friday 3™ — Colour Run (after school)

Tuesday 7" - School Reports sent out

Wednesday 8" — Workshare in all classrooms at 3.30pm.

Friday 10" July — Back up Colour Run (after school)

Friday 10" July — Year 3 trip to Ancient House

Wednesday 15" July — Art Gallery after school in the school hall

Thursday 16™ July — End of Year Church service at 2.30pm — All welcome
Friday 17" July — Year 6 Leavers Assembly 2.30pm, parents/carers welcome.
Friday 17" July — 3.30pm, school finishes for the academic year and summer holidays.

Friday 24" July — 10am to 3pm, Stay and Play session with Miss Fisher
Friday 24" July — 10 to 11am, Reading Book Swap

Wednesday 12™ August - 10 to 3pm, Stay and Play session with Miss Fisher
Wednesday 12™ August — 10 to 11am, Reading Book Swap

Thursday 27" August — 10 to 11am, Reading Book Swap

Thursday 3™ September — First day of the new academic year




