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                            Vocabulary
Mesoamerica – The region of Central America where the Maya civilisation developed (including parts of modern-day Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, Honduras and El Salvador).
Hieroglyphics – A writing system made of pictures and symbols used by the Maya to record information.
Agriculture – Growing crops and raising animals for food.
Religion – Beliefs about gods and how people worship them.
Torture – Deliberately hurting someone to cause pain.
Human sacrifice – The killing of a person as part of a religious ceremony in some ancient cultures, including the Maya.
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The Maya were an ancient civilisation in Mesoamerica (Central America)
that existed from 2000BC to approximately 1697AD. They were
considered an advanced civilisation due to their many achievements.

Religion was very important to
the Ancient Maya, evidenced
by their impressive temples. The
Ancient Maya worshipped their
kings like they were gods but
they also worshipped their
ancestors and a range of
different gods and goddesses.

Like many ancient civilisations,
a clear social hierarchy formed.
The Maya lived in many city
states and each city state had
its own ruler.

Ordinary Maya citizens lived in
one room houses built from mud
and fimber. Men were
responsible for providing for
their families, women would
prepare food and clothes and
the children would learn these
skills from their parents. Maya
people would eat meat as well
as their own grown crops, but
maize was their staple food. The
cacao bean was used to make
a drink for the ruling classes.
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This map shows the modern countries
that the Maya once occupied, as well
as the locations of the key Maya cities.

What were their achievements?

The Maya were an advanced
civilisation who communicated using
their own language (Mayan), had a
written form of communication
(glyphs), developed one of the most
advanced complex numerical
systems of their time and invented
their own calendar, among many
other things.
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